Bilateral medial medullary infarction: magnetic resonance imaging and correlative histopathologic findings.
Bilateral medial medullary infarction is a rare event which clinically presents with flaccid tetraplegia sparing the face, bilateral disturbance of deep sensation, hypoglossal nerve palsy and respiratory failure. We here report a patient with such symptoms in whom magnetic resonance imaging enabled the detection of signal abnormalities in the lower brainstem as soon as 9 h after onset. Results of a control study 3 weeks later correlated well with the extent of infarction that was seen at autopsy. Early lesion detection in the lower medulla by magnetic resonance imaging and the unfavorable prognosis of patients with ischemic damage at that location may provide the rationale for aggressive therapeutic strategies in such a condition.